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REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — CLOSURE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.18 pm]: Last month marked the anniversary of the 
Premier’s statement on the steps of Parliament House when he referred to the closure of 150 remote 
communities. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have governed their own affairs since well before the 
pyramids were built, and have the right to continue to do so. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members; there are too many audible conversations and much too much movement 
around the chamber. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: The Amnesty International report titled “The land holds us: Aboriginal peoples’ right 
to traditional homelands in the Northern Territory” states that Aboriginal peoples experience superior outcomes 
in physical and mental health in their homelands. The Western Desert Martu rangers, who I have had the 
privilege of working with, protect endangered species and prevent the spread of feral species and bushfires in the 
region. That saves the government from having to contract services out at great expense to taxpayers. This and 
other governments have failed the residents over a long period; the residents have not failed governments. The 
government is wasting resources by duplicating services and ignoring residents’ feedback, and wasting economic 
opportunities by contracting local jobs out to third parties. People will move back onto Centrelink under 
a federal regime, after the Community Development Employment Programs, known as CDEP, were cut. The 
Premier justifies the term “dysfunctional” by quoting youth gonorrhoea cases; however, he has provided no 
evidence that cases even occurred in remote communities. 

Sandstone Remote Community School served a mainly non-Aboriginal community of 105 and remained open 
until there were no more school-aged children left to educate. Although the Premier denies that he will close 
communities outright, the possibility remains that services could be cut off, leaving people with no choice but to 
move into larger communities. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have been moved before, with 
disastrous consequences, and I have witnessed that experience. The alternative is to allow Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people to make their own decisions and assist willing communities to transition into 
renewable energy and sustainable housing, which will be more cost effective and will provide more jobs. I had 
the privilege the other day of meeting with the government’s emissary in this, Mr Grahame Searle, and it is quite 
clear that there is, in my view, a position expressed by Mr Searle that is not the same as has been expressed by 
the Premier. The last comment we had from the Premier on this matter is that we will have a “hub and orbit” 
model. We understand from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the Minister for Mental Health and the 
Minister for Regional Development that this is no longer the agenda, but we have not heard from the Premier. 
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